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April 30, 2020 

  

Dear Senior Parents/Guardians & Students, 

  

Senior year is one to be cherished and make lasting memories with friends and loved ones.  Unfortunately, 

the current situation has disrupted our sense of normalcy and expectations for honored traditions and social 

events.  As we move forward toward the end of the school year, we are exploring all options and ideas on 

how best to host these events. However, many suggestions offered will not work for logistical, security, 

insurance, and other reasons. 
  
Many decisions that concern how we will be able to finish this senior year will depend upon directives 

from the governor. We have been in continuous communication with local and State officials, Ridgewood 

Police officers, and District and Bergen County administrators in our effort to make the best decisions for 

our seniors.  If social distancing guidelines are lifted or lessened in such a way that we can hold the 

senior year events, we will, of course, hold them as we would in previous years or with the 

appropriate modifications.  However, in the event that the governor’s restrictions remain in place, we 

have prepared several alternative plans. 

  

Alternative Options Should the Governor’s Restrictions Remain in Place 

Senior Awards 

Senior awards will be conducted virtually.  Presenters of the various scholarships and awards will video 

record their presentation and name the recipients.  These video clips will be edited together and the 

evening’s event will be posted on the school’s YouTube account for all to view.  Awards, checks, and 

letters will either be mailed home or distributed to students at a later date. 

  

Parade 

A senior car parade through town cannot occur due to the current governor’s Stay at Home order.  In 

addition, after speaking with the Ridgewood Police, it is not feasible to conduct a safe parade route of 

over 400 cars through town and will not be permissible. 

  

Project Graduation & Prom 

If graduation cannot occur on its scheduled day, Project Graduation will be combined with the Prom for 

an offsite dinner dance on July 28.  Seniors will then return to BF for an evening of fun.  

  

If Project Graduation cannot occur on July 28, we will be looking into the possibility of offering a dinner 

dance Thanksgiving weekend.  

  

Graduation 

In fairness to ALL seniors, moving graduation to another date would not allow for full participation 

of the class.  Therefore, on a day between June 11-16, and following all appropriate social distancing 

rules, we will ask seniors to get dressed up for graduation in gowns and tuxedos and have their 

parents/guardians drive them to RHS at pre-assigned times.  Seniors will then walk along the front lawn, 

at acceptable distances, have their name read, have a picture taken in front of the school with their 

immediate family, and continue walking down the ramp to Heermance Place to get back in their car to 

return home.  There will be no audience in attendance. 

Est. 1892 



  

This “ceremony” would take place over several hours and probably days so that all the video footage can 

be captured and edited together for a “live” video.  This video will be posted on the school’s YouTube 

account for all to view on June 23.  

  

A forthcoming Google Form will ask seniors for name pronunciation and height.  Males will also be 

directed through a link on the form to the Biltmore Tuxedo site for measurements.  Because of the 

circumstances, we understand that it may be difficult to get a white graduation gown.  Therefore, if 

necessary, females may wear a dress of a different style but befitting of the honored ceremony. 

  

More detailed information about graduation will be sent out next week. 

  

Surprises 

We also hope to be able to have a few surprises for the seniors in the upcoming days and weeks to help 

make their senior year memorable. 

  
Final Words 

We know that nothing can make up for the loss of graduation and the senior events leading up to it.  We 

are mourning just as you are and look forward to celebrating these milestones with seniors each year.  But 

with the current circumstances in place, we believe that the above plans allow us to capture the moments 

that are the essence of senior year. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Thomas A. Gorman, Ed.D. 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 


